Fun And Beading (FAB) weekend – Main Project


The main project on the FAB weekend will be wide ranging so that everyone has a chance to do their preferred ‘thing’.  However, it will revolve around:

· Steampunk: An ‘intersection between technology and romance’ (Jake Von Slatt).  Steam punk refers to Victorian times (steam engine).  Vintage components are used to create unique pieces of jewellery.  No sewing necessary (
· Beadpunk: A variation of steampunk and uses off-loom beaded techniques to connect components or add interest.  The beads are a discreet element and not a main focus.

· Vintagepunk: Another variation on steampunk but focuses on vintage style designs where bead embroidery is a key feature (romantic element).
Photos will be coming out soon to show you the sort of thing that you will be creating. We will be supplying you with basic techniques on the FAB weekend for use in creating your very own unique ‘punk’ jewellery.  In the meantime, however, we feel that we need to give you time to collect your own ‘bits and bobs’ to use in your personal designs.  The pieces you make will have a theme and this may be a memory of a journey, a childhood, an era, a special occasion – or simply things you like the look of (.   

The sorts of things you may want to collect in readiness include:  

1. Photocopies of one or two old photos (don’t bring originals please).  These are better photocopied in colour as this will retain the ‘faded’ or ‘old’ elements, even if black and white.  Preferably these should be copied onto photo paper. Photos can be of family members (old and new arrivals!), pets, places etc.  If you have photos but no facility to photocopy – send them to Ruth who will do this for you in advance (  It is possible to ‘shrink’ copies down to the size.  Please note that no facilities will be available on the weekend so this needs to be done in advance.
2. Photocopies of parts of old documents if you want to use something personal, bus tickets, theatre tickets, programmes, menus or maps etc. if you have a theme in mind.  Please use good quality paper if possible.  There will be some sheets of old text, music notations, Victorian designs etc. so you can use these.
3. Filigree findings, such as connectors, or small charms.  You can ‘re-cycle’ or ‘up-cycle’  old earrings and necklaces by taking apart and re-using filigree connectors and / or charms.  
4. Old chain (even very small bits), old beads and other bits of broken jewellery. 
5. Interesting buttons or buckles.
6. Broken watches – not modern ones as it is the watch workings that are of interest, as well as the watch glass and case.
7. Gem stones and pearls
8. Old skeleton or barrel keys.  If very rusty try cleaning the worst bits off before you come.

9. Old scrabble pieces (wooden ones).  
10. Keys from broken typewriters.

11. You may want to consider nuts, bolts, washers and coins (
12. Pieces of vintage fabric and ribbon.

13. Whatever takes your fancy and you can find lurking in the bottom of a draw or cupboard?  
Colour:  Please remember that colour is important if you want to be more authentic in your steampunk designs.  Synthetic dyes were not invented until 1856 and previously dyes were from natural substances ranging through the earth tones.  Influencing the use of colour was Queen Victoria’s period of mourning and Victorians chose to wear black, grey, shades of purple and occasionally burgundy or ruby for one year after the death of a loved one.  You can of course choose any colours you like to work with and that may be defined by a particular theme.  Many of us will be working with copper, brass and gun metal coloured components and findings so keep this in mind when ‘rummaging’ for interesting objects in your home and in any flea markets etc.
You will only be using a few items / small quantities but you won’t know what you need until the weekend so do bring a selection.  And…. you can swap bits with others if you like. You can also purchase things in advance from the Bead & Button Bazaar.
You will of course need findings, tool kit, seedbeads (size 11 and 15), beads, nymo and sewing kit – depending on whether you are focusing on steampunk, beadpunk or vintagepunk.

We will have glues, paper sealer, fabric backing, and faux suede available – but do bring your own if you want to (
We hope this is helpful?  
N.B:  Please only recycle unwanted or broken items – not anything with a significant monitory or emotional value to you or your family.  
There will, of course, be a selection of items for sale at the FAB weekend, such as filigree findings, chain, charms, seed beads, nymo, watch parts etc. from the Bead & Button Bazaar.
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